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On Oct. 19, designated "Peace Day" in Colombia, thousands demonstrated in the streets of Bogota
and other major cities to protest a new wave of violence. The event was organized in part to
demonstrate solidarity with seven journalists and the sister of an ambassador who were kidnapped
last month by the Medellin drug mafia. The events were organized by Nidia Quintero de Balcazar,
a former president's spouse, and her Solidarity for Colombia Foundation. Thus far in 1990, 915
people were abducted by drug traffickers, rightist paramilitary groups, rebel organizations and
common criminals. On Oct. 20, an unidentified spokesperson for Colombia's investigative police
agency (Direccion Judicial y de Investigaciones-DIJIN), quoted by Notimex said that the number
of abductions rose from 860 to 915 in the past two weeks. Another 30 kidnappings were reported
in Santander department, but were not formally brought to the attention of police in order for
perpetrators to face charges if apprehended. The spokesperson said victims' family members
opted to negotiate and pay ransom to abductors "to protect the lives of their relatives." Next, the
spokesperson said extreme rightist groups have reinforced their presence in several departments,
including Risaralda (central Colombia), Valle del Cauca (south), Cesar, and Norte de Santander,
and in the Casanare intendency. He added, "The problem for security forces is that the presence
of rightist groups means no only an increase in the number of abductions, but also executions and
disappearances." On Oct. 5, paramilitary groups assassinated nine persons belonging to the same
family in Tauramena municipality, Casanare (150 km. northeast of Bogota). On Oct. 9 in Pereira
(320 km. west of the capital), paramilitary members assassinated one person, injured two others,
and kidnapped two teachers involved in a local human rights group. Two days later, the teachers'
corpses were found floating in a nearby river. Local police said they had been tortured before being
shot in the head. In September, police reported on a death squad involved in the disappearance
of 80 beggars, drug users and prostitutes in Girardot, a village located on the outskirts of Bogota.
Death squad members are police and former police agents. On the morning of Oct. 20 in the village
of Santander, Popayan department (southwest), residents discovered the bodies of three agricultural
workers who had been abducted the previous week. In a nearby village on Oct. 18, police found the
bodies of four rural workers; they were abducted by a rightist paramilitary group. (Basic data from
AP, 10/19/90; Notimex, 10/20/90)
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